Dorothy Howard

Dr Dorothy Howard, an American educator and folklorist, spent ten months in Australia in 1954-1955 on a post-doctoral Fulbright Fellowship in order to study Australian children’s traditional playlore.  She visited every State and Territory except the Northern Territory, and meticulously documented children’s games, rhymes, riddles, jokes, taunts etc, using both notes and photographs.  She published ten articles on her findings, one in the [Australian] Journal of Education (1955) and nine in American scholarly publications.  In 2005 Museum Victoria republished these articles as a book entitled Child’s Play: Dorothy Howard and the Folklore of Australian Children, with additional contributions by June Factor, Kate Darian-Smith and Brian Sutton-Smith.
After the Australian Children’s Folklore Collection was established in 1979 by Dr June Factor and Dr Gwenda Davey at the Institute of Early Childhood Development in Melbourne, Dorothy Howard became a great friend to the Collection, largely through personal contacts with June Factor. During the 1980s, Dorothy Howard presented all her Australian research, and some additional childlore material from other parts of the world, to Dr Factor, who in turn gave it to the Australian Children’s Folklore Collection.  The Dorothy Howard Collection, part of the ACFC, is now housed in Museum Victoria in Melbourne, Australia.

